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ARCHAEOLOGY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND: A BRIEF OUTLINE 
J. Hall 
In July of this year the prehistory/archaeology component of 
anthropology at the University of Queensland turned three years of 
age. This report summarises the past and outlines the future 
development of our program. 
In 1976 pxehistory/archaeology consisted of one newly created 
lectureship and three one-semester courses augmented by two classes 
in material culture offered by Dr Peter Lauer of our Anthropology 
Museum. Student interest increased to the extent that by late 1977 
we were able to put forward and win a case for a tutorship which was 
subsequently filled in 1978 by Mike Rowland who came to us from the 
University of New England. This doubling of staff has meant that, 
although no new courses could be added, we have been able to greatly 
expand the range of existing ones. Now students participate in 
laboratory and field work as part of their course work rather than 
on a volunteer 'weekend' basis, as was previously the case. 
Today, all aspiring archaeologists entering our department take 
prerequisite courses in the general anthropology program (i.e. Human 
Evolution, Prehistory/Archaeology, Socio-cultural Anthropology and 
~inguistics) before specialising and entering the archaeological 
stream. Those enrolling with a view to taking a BA Honours degree 
are encouraged early to take courses in the natural sciences 
(especially geology, zoology, botany) as part of their double major 
requirements in anthropology. Those involving laboratory and/or 
field work are preferred over ' library' theses. Topics are normally 
restricted to the archaeology of Queensland, certainly to 
Australasia. 
Our program is made more viable by the availability of the 
Anthropology Museum's facilities . Its modern well-equipped 
laboratory and excellent artefact collections are of great benefit 
to research and teaching alike. We also enjoy a close working 
relationship with the Queensland Museum and the Archaeology Branch, 
DAIA, both of whom have provided students with research as well as 
employment opportunities. 
RESEARCH: W 
Late in 1976 1 organised an informal group of prehistory 
students which met monthly to discuss the state of archaeology in 
the Brisbane area. We quickly recognised that if coastal and 
subcoastal developent continued at the then present rate there 
would soon be few sites remaining undisturbed from Coolangatta to 
Noosa, coast to escarpment. This realisation served to shift 
inmediate personal research plans away from western and northern 
Queensland such that by mid-1977 I had initiated the Moreton Region 
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A R E A L  UNITS - MRAP 
1. Offshore Islands 
2 .  Coastal  Strip 
3. Subcoastal Zone 
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A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  P r o j e c t  (MRAP). S i n c e  t h e n  most r e s e a r c h  under taken  
by  m y s e l f  and s t u d e n t s  i n  o u r  depar tment  h a s  focussed  on MRAP 
prob lems .  
I t  i s  i r o n i c  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h e  f i r s t  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  e x c a v a t i o n  
and s i t e  r e p o r t  i n  Queens land  concerned  t h e  Moreton Region (Tryon 
18841,  t h i s  a r e a  r e m a i n s  s o  l i t t l e  known a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y  a lmost  a  
c e n t u r y  l a t e r .  I n  f a c t ,  a p a r t  from t h e  odd b r i e f  r e p o r t  ( c f .  Jackson  
1939)  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  work was no t  u n d e r t a k e n  u n t i l  t h e  mid-1960s 
( ~ o n o s o v  1964;  Tugby and Tugby 1 9 6 5 ) .  S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  an i n c r e a s e  i n  
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  a c t i v i t y  i n c l u d i n g  s u r v e y ,  ( e . g .  S tock ton  1975; D A I A  
1 9 7 6 ) ,  midden e x c a v a t i o n  (Haglund- alley and Q u i n e l l  1973) and 
e x c a v a t i o n  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  Broadbeach A b o r i g i n a l  b u r i a l  ground 
( ~ a g l u n d  1 9 6 8 ,  1976)  has s e r v e d  t o  found a  d a t a  b a s e  from which 
p r e h i s t o r i c  c u l t u r a l  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  SE Queensland c o u l d  p roceed .  
However, much o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  c o l l e c t e d  from p r e v i o u s  s u r v e y s  
remained  l a r g e l y  u n s t u d i e d  u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  and e v i d e n c e  from 
e x c a v a t  i o n s  p r o v i d e s  o n l y  f r a g m e n t a r y  i n f o r m a t  i o n  about  p r e h i s t o r i c  
c u l t u r a l  p a t t e r n s  on a  r e g i o n a l  s c a l e  and o f f e r s  no s o r t  o f  temporal  
p e r s p e c t i v e  a t  a l l .  I n  sum, l i t t l e  i s  known o f  t h e  r e g i o n ' s  
p r e h i s t o r y  and what i s  known must be i n t e g r a t e d  w i t h i n  a  r e g i o n a l  
r e s e a r c h  framework i f  i t  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  meaningfu l  answers  t o  
q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  p a s t  human o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  Br i sbane  a r e a .  
G e n e r a l l y  t h e  Moreton Region A r c h a e o l o g i c a l  P r o j e c t  aims t o :  
1 .  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  l o c a t e  and r e c o r d  s i t e s  i n  t h e  Moreton Region o f  
SE Queens land ,  and 
2 .  c o l l e c t  and a n a l y s e  s u f f i c i e n t  d a t a  from bo th  s u r f a c e  and 
s u b s u r f a c e  c o n t e x t s  t o  p e r m i t  
3 .  t h e  development  o f  a  c u l t u r a l  chronology  
4 .  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  p r e h i s t o r i c  c u l t u r a l  p a t t e r n s  ( e s p e c i a l l y  
i n  t e r m s  o f  s u b s i s t e n c e - s e t t l e m e n t  sys tems)  w i t h  an e v e n t u a l  
v i e w  t o  
5 .  a n  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  r e s u l t s  i n t o  c u r r e n t  problems i n  A u s t r a l i a n  
p r e h i s t o r y .  
MRAP is  d e s i g n e d  a s  a f l e x i b l e  r e s e a r c h  program compr i s ing  t h r e e  
a r e a 1  components  ~ g . 1  T h i s d i v i s i o n  i n t o  i s l a n d ,  c o a s t a l  and 
s u b c o a s t a l  u n i t s  r e p r e s e n t s  a  compromise founded on a  combina t ion  o f  
l o c a l  b i o g e o g r a p h i c ,  e t h n o h i s t o r i c ,  l o g i s t i c  and s a l v a g e  p r i o r i t y  
f a c t o r s ,  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  work i n  any one a r e a  a t  a  g i v e n  t ime  t o  be 
l a r g e l y  dependen t  upon t h e  l a t t e r .  For  example, c u r r e n t  work on 
Moreton I s l a n d  ( t h e  o n l y  l a r g e  i s l a n d  whose environment  and 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r emains  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  i n t a c t )  was i n i t i a t e d  i n  
r e s p o n s e  t o  news t h a t  sand  min ing  would commence t h e r e  i n  t h e  n e a r  
f u t u r e .  S i m i l a r l y ,  P l a t y p u s  R o c k s h e l t e r  i n  t h e  s u b c o a s t a l  u n i t  was 
e x c a v a t e d  n o t  o n l y  b e c a u s e  i t  p o s s i b l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  a t empora l  
s e q u e n c e  b u t  a l s o  b e c a u s e  i t  w i l l  be d e s t r o y e d  th rough  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
of a  dam on t h e  B r i s b a n e  R i v e r .  As haphazard  a s  such an approach  may 
seem a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y ,  i t  should  b e  no ted  t h a t  each e x c a v a t i o n  w i l l  
b e  d e s i g n e d  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  o f  immediate l o c a l  concern  a s  w e l l  
a s  t h o s e  o f  s u b - r e g i o n a l  and r e g i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  Fur thermore ,  
e a c h  new a r e a  surveyed  and each  s i t e  e x c a v a t e d  w i l l  p r o v i d e  feedback 
d a t a  s e r v i n g  t o  r e d e s i g n  t h o s e  o r i g i n a l  q u e s t i o n s .  I t  i s  hoped t h a t  
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t he  next  f i v e  t o  seven yea r s  w i l l  s e e  a  r e a l i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  main aims 
of  t h e  p r o j e c t .  I n  summary, MRAP i s  concerned no t  s o  much wi th  
unear th ing  the  f i r s t  s i t e s  i n  Queensland but  wi th  s a l v a g i n g  what a r e  
e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  l a s t  s i t e s  i n  a smal l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  v a s t  S t a t e .  
Resul t s  of  work c a r r i e d  ou t  i n  S t age  I (1978-81) o f  MRAP have  
a l r eady  added much t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d a t a  b a s e .  A p i t  dug i n t o  
Pla typus  Rockshel te r  ( K B : A ~ ~ )  i n  t h e  upper-middle Br isbane  R ive r  
Val ley  has provided an i n t e r e s t i n g  f a u n a l  assemblage a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  
a  modest s tone  t o o l  inventory .  The i n h a b i t a n t s  d ined  on r e s o u r c e s  
from a  wide range o f  h a b i t a t s .  Th i s  f a r e  inc luded s e v e r a l  macropod 
v a r i e t i e s ,  marsupia l  mice,  b u s h r a t s ,  ra t -kangaroos ,  band icoo t s ,  
bearded dragons,  f reshwater  t o r t o i s e s ,  f i s h ,  t h r e e  t y p e s  o f  musse l  
and, o f  course ,  p la typus  ( ~ t e v e  Van Dyke, Queensland Museum, p e r s .  
c o w .  ) . Although t h e  d e p o s i t  i s  over  a  met re  deep  i n  p l a c e s ,  o n l y  
t h e  t op  20-40cm appear t o  con ta in  c u l t u r a l  m a t e r i a l s .  Good q u a l i t y  
wood charcoal  has been recovered from t h e  lowest  p a r t  o f  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  f i l l  and submitted f o r  C14  a n a l y s i s .  Work w i l l  con t inue  a t  
P la typus  i n  1979-80 wi th  a  view t o  p re sen t ing  a  r e p o r t  i n  1980-81. 
Pre l iminary  f i nd ings  were used by I a n  L i l l e y  (1978) i n  suppor t  o f  a  
hypothes is  t h a t  p r e h i s t o r i c  popu la t ions  i n  t h e  subcoas t a l  zone of  
t h e  Moreton Region d i spe r sed  away from t h e  r i v e r  d u r i n g  t h e  w e t  
summer season and coalesced  i n  t h e  d ry  w i n t e r  t o  e x p l o i t  
r i p a r i a n - r i v e r i n e  h a b i t a t s .  L i l l e y  i s  c u r r e n t l y  conduct ing  an 
ex t ens ive  sys temat ic  survey i n  t h i s  gene ra l  a r e a  a s  p a r t  of  h i s  MA 
r e sea rch .  
Two excavat ions  were conducted on Horeton I s l a n d  s h e l l  middens 
du r ing  1978. Minner Dint  Midden, on t h e  SE (open s u r f )  c o a s t  i s  a  
s t r a t i f i e d  depos i t  on t h e  l e e  s lope  o f  a  now t r u n c a t e d  foredune t h a t  
i s  undergoing continuous e r o s i o n  by storm s u r g e s .  A smal l  t r e n c h  
produced a  predominance o f  p i p i  s h e l l  p lu s  some f i s h  remains ,  a few 
b i r d  ( ? )  bonee, a  good q u a n t i t y  o f  carbonised  Pandanus f r u i t  and 
some s tone  f l a k e s .  Fu r the r  south  and on t h e  west c ' m d d y  sho re )  
an excavation of  Tou lke r r i e  Midden y i e lded  an abundant and d i v e r s e  
faunal  assemblage a s  wel l  a s  a  complex s t r a t i g r a p h i c  r eco rd  o f  
s e v e r a l  s h e l l  heaps ,  one a t o p  t h e  o t h e r .  The lowest  s t r a t u m  
contained p i p i  s h e l l ,  f i s h  remains and cha rcoa l ,  a l l  o f  which was s o  
we l l  preserved t h a t  f i s h  s c a l e s  were abundant and s h e l l s  l a r g e l y  
unfragmented. The d e p o s i t  l a y  on s t e r i l e  beach sand and was o v e r l a i n  
by s t r a t a  con ta in ing  l e s s  wel l -preserved  o y s t e r s ,  p i p i s ,  c o c k l e s ,  
musse ls ,  whelks, s e v e r a l  f i s h  s p e c i e s ,  dugong, t u r t l e ,  and f l y i n g  
fox.  Carbonised Pandanus f r u i t  was a l s o  p r e s e n t .  S tone  a r t e f a c t  S 
were scarce .  Although t h e  assemblages from both  middens a r e  s t i l l  
undergoing a n a l y s i s ,  p r e sen t  informat ion  sugges t s  t h a t  t h e s e  s i t e s  
w i l l  o f f e r  cons ide rab le  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t - s u b s i s t e n c e  
p a t t e r n  of t he  o f f s h o r e  i s l and  p a r t  o f  t he  Moreton Region. 
Moreton I s l and  m a t e r i a l  has  provided a  r e s e a r c h  focus  f o r  
s e v e r a l  post-graduate s t u d e n t s .  Richard Robins (Queensland Museum 
and MA candida te)  i s  us ing  the  i s l a n d  a s  a t e s t i n g  a r e a  f o r  an  
archaeologica l  sampling s t r a t e g y  which may b e  employed i n  EIS and 
CRM programs. Debra Donoghue (BA Hons cand ida t e )  i s  u s ing  t h e  
scanning e l e c t r o n  microscope among o t h e r  t echn iques  t o  a i d  i n  t h e  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  a r chaeo log ica l ly  recovered wood cha rcoa l  from t h e  
i s l a n d .  Norma Richardson (BA Hons cand ida t e )  is  ana lys ing  t h e  s t o n e  
indus t ry  c o l l e c t e d  du r ing  pas t  and r ecen t  su rveys  wi th  an  aim 
towards i d e n t i f y i n g  indigenous v e r s u s  e x o t i c  sou rce  m a t e r i a l s .  
F i n a l l y ,  Ian  Wal ters  (BA Hons cand ida t e )  i s  conduct ing  an  a n a l y s i s  
o f  the  faunal  remains from both excavated  middens and p rov id ing ,  a t  
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t h e  same t ime,  an e x c e l l e n t  compara t ive  c o l l e c t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  of  
Moreton Bay F i s h e s .  I n  sum, by t h e  end of  1980 we should have some 
unde r s t and ing  o f  t h e  p r e h i s t o r i c  way of  l i f e  on Moreton I s l and  and 
o t h e r  o f f s h o r e  i s l a n d s .  Also du r ing  1979 we s h a l l  be ca r ry ing  out  
s i t e  su rvey  and s u r f a c e  c o l l e c t i o n  a t  s e l e c t e d  l o c a l i t i e s  along t he  
c o a s t a l  s t r i p ,  e s p e c i a l l y  those  e x h i b i t i n g  pre-Holocene beach r i d g e s  
( c f .  Hekel e t  a l .  1978) .  
MRAP a l s o  f o s t e r s  r e sea rch  i n t o  h i s t o r i c a l  sources  of  
i n fo rma t ion  about  Abor ig ina l  l i f e  i n  t h e  s tudy  a r e a .  One r ecen t  
s t u d y   r rap er 1978) developed a  h y p o t h e t i c a l  s u b s i s t e n c e  model f o r  
Moreton Bay t h a t  h a s  yet t o  be t e s t e d  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l l y .  Other 
s t u d i e s  a r e  i n  p r o g r e s s  which s e a r c h ,  t r a n s c r i b e ,  and i n t e r p r e t  
h i t h e r t o  l i t t l e -known  h i s t o r i c  j o u r n a l s  and documents ( ~ a n g e v a d  
1979a,  l 979b ) .  
FRASER ISLAND 
S ince  1976 t h e  Anthropology Museum has  been ca r ry ing  out  
r e s e a r c h  on F r a s e r  I s l a n d  ( ~ i g . 1 )  and t h e  ad j acen t  mainland which i s  
focussed  on thee immediate p r e h i s t o r y  and p r o t o h i s t o r y  of  t he  
i s l a n d ' s  popu la t i on .  D r  Pe t e r  K .  Lauer ,  t h e  Museum's c u r a t o r ,  has 
recorded  224 middens and Living s i t e s  a long  t h e  e a s t  coas t  of F ra se r  
I s l a n d .  He w i l l  soon under take  s i m i l a r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  on t h e  west 
c o a s t .  Major I . W .  H i 1 1  i s  c u r r e n t l y  pursu ing  h i s  MA program i n  which 
he  u t i l i s e s  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  l i t h i c  c o l l e c t i o n s  from t h e  i s l a n d .  Also 
J e n n i e  D e v i t t  (Hons BA cand ida t e )  i s  focus s ing  he r  r e sea rch  on t h e  
r o l e  of  environment on F ra se r  I s l a n d  Abor ig ina l  s e t t l emen t  p a t t e r n .  
KEPPEL ISLANDS 
Mike Rowland i s  p r e s e n t l y  c a r r y i n g  ou t  PhD r e s e a r c h  i n t o  t h e  
a r chaeo logy  o f  t h e  Keppel I s l a n d s  o f f  t h e  c e n t r a l  Queensland coas t  
~ g . 1  Ana lys i s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l ,  c u l t u r a l  and s k e l e t a l  m a t e r i a l  from 
museums s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t he  Abor ig ina l  i n h a b i t a n t s  of  t he se  i s l a n d s  
were l i n g u i s t i c a l l y ,  c u l t u r a l l y  and p h y s i c a l l y  somewhat d i f f e r e n t  
from t h e i r  mainland ne ighbours .  These d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  thought t o  be 
due  t o  t h e  combined e f f e c t s  of i s o l a t i o n  and a d a p t a t i o n  t o  an i s l and  
envi ronment .  A su rvey  l a s t  year  produced an e x t e n s i v e  s i t e  on North 
Keppel I s l a n d  which Mike excavated f o r  t h r e e  weeks i n  June .  His p i t s  
r evea l ed  s e v e r a l  s t r a t a  o f  she11 midden m a t e r i a l  s epa ra t ed  by almost 
s t e r i l e  sands .  At t h e  c l o s e  of h i s  f i e l d  t r i p  t h e  d e p o s i t  was more 
t han  2m t h i c k  w i th  promise of  a t  l e a s t  one more midden l aye r  below 
t h i s  d e p t h .  Needless  t o  s ay ,  Mike p l ans  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  s i t e  i n  t h e  
n e a r  f u t u r e .  
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COPROLITE RESEARCH 
Since arriving in Brisbane, I have slowly but successfully 
managed to amass the makings of a coprolite laboratory. Last year, 
an investigation of privy sediment samples from an historic site in 
California yielded unmistakeable eggs of the Chinese liver fluke, 
Clonorchis sinensis si all 1978). At present I am working on 
coprolites from  evil's Lair (wA), Kens Cave (Q) and from sites in 
thk Solomon Islands sent in by FOSS Leach (~tago). All three 
analyses should be completed by 1980. 
Australian coprolites present a problem to me in that I lack a 
good comparative scat collection for the larger Australian animals 
(dingo, larger macropods etc.). It is thus difficult to make 
reliable statements as to the humadnon-human origin of 
archaeologically recovered stools. If any reader is in the field and 
in a position to collect specifically identificable animal scats, I 
would be movingly grateful to you if you bagged, labelled and posted 
it/them to me c/- Department of Anthropology, University of 
Queensland, St Lucia , 4067. 
CONCLUSION 
'I hope that the foregoing has put AAA members in some touch 
with the state and scope of archaeology at the University of 
Queensland. The first three years have of necessity been 
developmental ones; it is anticipated that the next three will 
involve less planning and more doing. There is certainly much to be 
done if we are to save the prehistory of the Moreton Region from the 
ever-groping suburban pseudopodia of the giant amoeba that is 
Brisbane. All who would help are welcome. 
Department of Anthropology 
University of Queensland 
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